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PFAS Investigation and Management Branch
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About the Program
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The Australian Department 
of Defence has commenced 
environmental 
investigations at 27 
properties around the 
country.

Investigation Sites
Management Sites

The purpose of the program 
is to:
o identify the nature and 

extent of PFAS on and 
around Defence 
properties.

o research and implement 
remediation and 
management activities to 
reduce the impact of PFAS 
contamination.



#SerdpEstcp2018

Persistent and Bioaccumulative

Potential for Migration

Responsible Management 
of the Environment 

Perception

Accountability

Why
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Precautionary Principle

Science Public Policy
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Influencing Factors
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Functions of the Website
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Operating in the Media Spotlight
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Australian Regulatory Environment
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1999

2009

May 2015

Jun 2016 Apr 2017

Dec 2016 Nov 2017 -
Mar 2018

Feb 2018

(US) Minnesota 
Dept. of Health:

Guidance on PFAS

National 
Environmental 

Protection 
(Assessment of Site 

Contamination) 
Measure

Defence
Contamination 

Directive: Interim 
Screening Criteria

enHealth:
Interim National 

Guidance on 
human-health 

reference values

PFAS Taskforce 
Established

FSANZ:
Report and release of 

Health Based 
Guidance Values

Expert Health Panel 
for PFAS

PFAS National 
Environmental 

Management Plan 
(NEMP) published
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Dec 2012

Oct 2015

Mar 2017

May 2016

Apr 2016

Nov 2016

Mar 2017

May 2016

May 2017
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Jan 2017
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Oct 2017

Sep 2017

Oct 2017

Sep 2017

Jun 2017

Jun 2017

May 2017

Aug 2018

Aug 2018

Jul 2018

Mar 2017

Nov 2018

1 Qtr 2019

1 Qtr 2019

1 Qtr 2019

Complete

1 Qtr 2019

1 Qtr 2019

1 Qtr 2019

1 Qtr 2019

1 Qtr 2019

4 Qtr 2018

Complete

Oakey

Williamtown

Tindal

East Sale

Pearce

Edinburgh

Darwin

Albatross

Wagga

Townsville

Jervis Bay

Holsworthy

Richmond

Stirling

Lavarack

Harold E Holt

Gingin

Learmonth

Robertson

Bandiana

Cerberus

Williams

Kapooka

Singleton

Amberley

Cairns

1 Qtr 2019

1 Qtr 2019
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Program Dashboard

394 Town Water 
Connections completed 
and planned

87 Rainwater Tanks 
installed
(32,000 Gallons)

78 Environmental 
Reports Published

Sum of Investigation Areas spanning 408 square miles
(over 7 times the size of Washington D.C.)

264 Million Gallons 
of water treated to 
below L.O.R.

120 Community Engagement 
Events conducted

+38,000 
Samples 
collected

4 miles 
of stormwater 
drains remediated

Nine-figure
investment by 
Department of 
Defence
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Management Strategies
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2. PATHWAYS

3. RECEPTORS

Ongoing Monitoring
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PFAS Management Area Plan (PMAP)
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W.H.S.

Ongoing Monitoring
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Management Activities
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National Initiatives:
Water Treatment Plants 
(Ground and Surface)

Source Area 
Excavation

Soil Treatment Ongoing 
Monitoring

Site-by-site Actions
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Research and Remediation Collaboration
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Water Treatment
• Ground & Surface Water Treatment Plants

o Passive Treatment Options
o Minimal Waste 

Soil
• Treatment
• Source Area Excavation
• Stockpiling

Research ‘Needs’
• Applied Research Strategy
• Potential Technologies 
• Promising Applications
• Proven Methods

Innovation 
Funding

Co-investment Procurement

Proven

Promising

Potential

Destroy

Remove

Contain

Data Sharing
• Making data available 

to support research
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Questions

Luke McLeod
Assistant Secretary                 
PFAS Investigation and 
Management

+61 439 036 087

Luke.McLeod1@defence.gov.au
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www.defence.gov.au/Environment/PFAS/

(+16 Hours on EST)


